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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 122998 
ORIGIN AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-10 EUR- 12 NEA-11 10-13 ISO-00 MCT-01 
HA-05 AID-05 CCO-00 FBOE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 SP-02 OC-06 OPR-02 PA-01 USSS-00 CA-01 A-01 
SCS-06 OMB-01 SS-15 SY-05 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-00 lNRE-00 PC-01 ACDA-12 SlG-03 /143 R 

DRAFTED BY AE/C:TDOUBLEDAY 
APPROVED BY AF/C:LDJUNIOR 
S/S-0:SVALERGA 

106090 151759Z/64 

O 151728ZMAY78ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0307 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN IMMEDIATE 
CINCLANT NORFOLK IMMEDIATE 
:CINCUSAEE WIESBADEN IMMEDIATE 
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 0302 
CINCMAC CHANUTE ILL IMMEDIATE 
ICS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0256 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
USICA WASHDC PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE PRIORITY 
USINT HAVANA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI PRIORITY 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:M0PS,P1NS,AEMR 

SUBJECT: SHABA SITREP NO. 1 : AS OP 1000 GMT MAY 15 

1 . EARLY ON MAY 13, THE COPPER-MINING TOWN OP KOLWEZI IN 
SOUTHERN SHAOA PROVINCE WAS ATTACHED BY AN ESTIMATED 
500-1000 EX-KATANGAN REBELS WHO HAD INPILTRATED FROM 
ANGOLA VIA ZAMBIA. ACCORDING TOC.I .ANDESTINEZ AIRIAN SOURCES, 

AS OP THE APTERNOON OP MAY 14 THE KATANGANS CONTROLLED MOST 
OP KOLWEZI INCLUDING THE AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO ONE 
ZAIRIAN, AND UNITS OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMED PORCES (PAZ) HAVE 

NO FOOD AND ARE SHORT OF AMMUNITION. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF THE CONGO CLAIMS THAT 
THE KATANGANS HAVE INPLICTED HEAVY LOSSES ON THE FAZ. FAZ 
REINFORCEMENTS AND SUPPLIES ARE BEING AIRLIFTED TO 
LUBUMBASHI. 

2. REPORTS ALSO INDICATE KATANGAN ACTIVITY AROUND 
MUTSHATSHA, ON THE RAIL-LINE WEST OP KOLWEZI, WITH ONE 
SOURCE REPORTING THAT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE TOWN HAD 
CEASED, AND ANOTHER CLAIMING THAT THE TOWN HAD NOT YET 
FALLEN. KATANGAN PROBES AGAINST DILOLO, STILL FURTHER TO 

THE WEST ALONG THE ANGOLAN BORDER, WERE REPORTEDLY REPULSED. 
SECRET 
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KATANGANS WERE ALSO SAID TO BE AT KASAJI. 

3. THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT (GOZ) APPEALED IN GENERAL TERMS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO THE US, BELGIUM, PRANCE, THE 

PRC, AND MOROCCO POR MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE ACTING POREIGN 
MINISTER CLAIMED THAT CUBANS WERE TAKING PART IN THE 
ATTACK, AND THAT "WHITE PACES" AS WELL AS HEAVY WEAPONS, 

HAD BEEN SEEN AMONG THE KATANGANS AT DILOLO. ZAIRE WILL 
BRIEP THE UN AND OAU WITHIN A DAY OR SO BUT WILL AWAIT 
PURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEPORE SEEKING ACTION FROM THOSE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

4. STATUS OF U.S. CITIZENS: AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE AREA 
UNDER ATTACK INCLUDE 95 EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS OP 
MORRISON-KNUDSEN INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION OF A HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINE. THE EMBASSY IS 
CONCENTRATING TODAY ON EVACUATING AS MANY AMERICANS AS 
POSSIBLE PROM KOLWEZI. THE PLAN IS TO BRING THEM OUT 

ON A DC-3 USING A MAKESHIFT RUNWAY, AND MUCH WILL DEPEND 
ON WHETHER OR NOT THE REBELS WOULD INTERFERE. THE PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AND MISSIONARIES WHO WERE IN THE AREA 
HAVE ALREADY LEPT SAPELY. 
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5. THE SHABA TASK FORCE BEGAN OPERATIONS ON 0500 MAY 15. 
VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 122998 
ORIGIN AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 /Oil R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: AF/W:RLHART 
APPROVED BY: AF/W:TWMSMITH 

108918 160218Z/62 

O 160200Z MAY 78 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 4866 

SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 122998 SENT ACTION KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, 
BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF, USCINCEUR, CINCLANT,. 
CINCUSAFE, DIA, CINCPAC, CINCMAC, JCS, USUN NEW YORK, USICA, 
BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, ACCRA, MOSCOW, 
JIDDA, LONDON, BUJUMBURA, KIGALI 15 MAY 78 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 122998 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:MOPS,PINS,AEMR 

SUBJECT: SHABA SITREP NO. 1 : AS OF 1000 GMT MAY 15 

1 . EARLY ON MAY 13, THE COPPER-MINING TOWN OF KOLWEZI IN 
SOUTHERN SHAOA PROVINCE WAS ATTACHED BY AN ESTIMATED 
500-1000 EX-KATANGAN REBELS WHO HAD INFILTRATED FROM 
ANGOLA VIA ZAMBIA. ACCORDING TOC.I .ANDESTINEZ AIRIAN SOURCES, 

AS OF THE AFTERNOON OF MAY 14 THE KATANGANS CONTROLLED MOST 
OF KOLWEZI INCLUDING THE AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO ONE 
ZAIRIAN, AND UNITS OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMED FORCES (FAZ) HAVE 
NO FOOD AND ARE SHORT OF AMMUNITION. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF THE CONGO CLAIMS THAT 
SECRET 
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THE KATANGANS HAVE INFLICTED HEAVY LOSSES ON THE FAZ. FAZ 
REINFORCEMENTS AND SUPPLIES ARE BEING AIRLIFTED TO 
LUBUMBASHI. 

2. REPORTS ALSO INDICATE KATANGAN ACTIVITY AROUND 
MUTSHATSHA, ON THE RAIL-LINE WEST OF KOLWEZI, WITH ONE 
SOURCE REPORTING THAT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE TOWN HAD 
CEASED, AND ANOTHER CLAIMING THAT THE TOWN HAD NOT YET 
FALLEN. KATANGAN PROBES AGAINST DILOLO, STILL FURTHER TO 

THE WEST ALONG THE ANGOLAN BORDER, WERE REPORTEDLY REPULSED. 
KATANGANS WERE ALSO SAID TO BE AT KASAJI. 

3. THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT (GOZ) APPEALED IN GENERAL TERMS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO THE US, BELGIUM, FRANCE, THE 

PRC, AND MOROCCO FOR MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER CLAIMED THAT CUBANS WERE TAKING PART IN THE 
ATTACK, AND THAT "WHITE FACES" AS WELL AS HEAVY WEAPONS, 

HAD BEEN SEEN AMONG THE KATANGANS AT DILOLO. ZAIRE WILL 
BRIEF THE UN AND OAU WITHIN A DAY OR SO BUT WILL AWAIT 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE SEEKING ACTION FROM THOSE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

4. STATUS OF U.S. CITIZENS: AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE AREA 
UNDER ATTACK INCLUDE 95 EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS OF 
MORRISON-KNUDSEN INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION OF A HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINE. THE EMBASSY IS 
CONCENTRATING TODAY ON EVACUATING AS MANY AMERICANS AS 
POSSIBLE FROM KOLWEZI. THE PLAN IS TO BRING THEM OUT 

ON A DC-3 USING A MAKESHIFT RUNWAY, AND MUCH WILL DEPEND 
ON WHETHER OR NOT THE REBELS WOULD INTERFERE. THE PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AND MISSIONARIES WHO WERE IN THE AREA 
HAVE ALREADY LEFT SAFELY. 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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5. THE SHABA TASK FORCE BEGAN OPERATIONS ON 0500 MAY 15. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 122998 
ORIGIN AF-04 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:AEAV:RIKOTT 
APPROVED BY:AFAV:TWMSM1TH 

010809 180728Z/11 

R 180350ZMAY78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 9895 

SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 122998 SENT ACTION BANGUI DAKAR ABIDJAN 
NOUAKCHOTT LOME DAR ES SALAAM KHARTOUM CAIRO NIAMEY YAOUNDE 
MAPUTO ALGIERS TRIPOLI MAY 17. 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 16, 1978 
SENT INFO MONROVIA IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 


SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 122998 SENT ACTION KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, 
BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF, USCINCEUR, CINCLANT,. 
CINCUSAFE, DIA, CINCPAC, CINCMAC, JCS, USUN NEW YORK, USICA, 
BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, ACCRA, MOSCOW, 
JIDDA, LONDON, BUJUMBURA, KIGALI 15 MAY 78 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 122998 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:MOPS,PlNS,AEMR 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 122998 

SUBJECT: SHABA SITREP NO. 1 : AS OF 1000 GMT MAY 15 

1 . EARLY ON MAY 13, THE COPPER-MINING TOWN OF KOLWEZI IN 
SOUTHERN SHAOA PROVINCE WAS ATTACHED BY AN ESTIMATED 
500-1000 EX-KATANGAN REBELS WHO HAD INFILTRATED EROM 
ANGOLA VIA ZAMBIA. ACCORDING TOCLANDESTINEZAIRIAN SOURCES, 
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AS OF THE AFTERNOON OF MAY 14 THE KATANGANS CONTROLLED MOST 
OF KOLWEZI INCLUDING THE AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO ONE 
ZAIRIAN, AND UNITS OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMED FORCES (FAZ) HAVE 
NO FOOD AND ARE SHORT OF AMMUNITION. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF THE CONGO CLAIMS THAT 
THE KATANGANS HAVE INFLICTED HEAVY LOSSES ON THE FAZ. FAZ 
REINFORCEMENTS AND SUPPLIES ARE BEING AIRLIFTED TO 
LUBUMBASHI. 

2. REPORTS ALSO INDICATE KATANGAN ACTIVITY AROUND 
MUTSHATSHA, ON THE RAIL-LINE WEST OE KOLWEZI, WITH ONE 
SOURCE REPORTING THAT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE TOWN HAD 
CEASED, AND ANOTHER CLAIMING THAT THE TOWN HAD NOT YET 
FALLEN. KATANGAN PROBES AGAINST DILOLO, STILL FURTHER TO 

THE WEST ALONG THE ANGOLAN BORDER, WERE REPORTEDLY REPULSED. 
KATANGANS WERE ALSO SAID TO BE AT KASAJI. 

3. THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT (GOZ) APPEALED IN GENERAL TERMS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO THE US, BELGIUM, FRANCE, THE 

PRC, AND MOROCCO FOR MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE ACTING EOREIGN 
MINISTER CLAIMED THAT CUBANS WERE TAKING PART IN THE 
ATTACK, AND THAT "WHITE FACES" AS WELL AS HEAVY WEAPONS, 

HAD BEEN SEEN AMONG THE KATANGANS AT DILOLO. ZAIRE WILL 
BRIEF THE UN AND OAU WITHIN A DAY OR SO BUT WILL AWAIT 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE SEEKING ACTION FROM THOSE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 
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4. STATUS OF U.S. CITIZENS: AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE AREA 
UNDER ATTACK INCLUDE 95 EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS OF 
MORRISON-KNUDSEN INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION OF A HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINE. THE EMBASSY IS 
CONCENTRATING TODAY ON EVACUATING AS MANY AMERICANS AS 
POSSIBLE FROM KOLWEZI. THE PLAN IS TO BRING THEM OUT 

ON A DC-3 USING A MAKESHIFT RUNWAY, AND MUCH WILL DEPEND 
ON WHETHER OR NOT THE REBELS WOULD INTERFERE. THE PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AND MISSIONARIES WHO WERE IN THE AREA 
HAVE ALREADY LEFT SAFELY. 

5. THE SHABA TASK FORCE BEGAN OPERATIONS ON 0500 MAY 15. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VAN CE UNQUOTE VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 122998 
ORIGIN AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-00 SlG-03 SSO-00 /025 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:STE:LGSHURTLEEF 
APPROVED BY:STE:LDJUN10R 
S/S-0:MART1N 

123174 170513Z/15 

O 170500Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGUI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LOME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 16, 1978 
SENT INFO MONROVIA IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 


SECRET STATE 122998 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 122998 SENT ACTION KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, 
BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF, USCINCEUR, CINCLANT,. 
CINCUSAFE, DIA, CINCPAC, CINCMAC, JCS, USUN NEW YORK, USICA, 
BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, ACCRA, MOSCOW, 
SECRET 
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JIDDA, LONDON, BUJUMBURA, KIGALI 15 MAY 78 
QUOTE SECRET STATE 122998 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
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TAGS:MOPS,PINS,AEMR 

SUBJECT: SHABA SITREP NO. 1 : AS OP 1000 GMT MAY 15 

1 . EARLY ON MAY 13, THE COPPER-MINING TOWN OP KOLWEZI IN 
SOUTHERN SHAOA PROVINCE WAS ATTACHED BY AN ESTIMATED 
500-1000 EX-KATANGAN REBELS WHO HAD INPILTRATED FROM 
ANGOLA VIA ZAMBIA. ACCORDING TOC.I .ANDESTTNEZ ATRIAN SOURCES, 

AS OP THE APTERNOON OP MAY 14 THE KATANGANS CONTROLLED MOST 
OP KOLWEZI INCLUDING THE AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO ONE 
ZAIRIAN, AND UNITS OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMED PORCES (PAZ) HAVE 

NO POOD AND ARE SHORT OF AMMUNITION. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF THE CONGO CLAIMS THAT 
THE KATANGANS HAVE INPLICTED HEAVY LOSSES ON THE FAZ. FAZ 
REINFORCEMENTS AND SUPPLIES ARE BEING AIRLIPTED TO 
LUBUMBASHI. 

2. REPORTS ALSO INDICATE KATANGAN ACTIVITY AROUND 
MUTSHATSHA, ON THE RAIL-LINE WEST OP KOLWEZI, WITH ONE 
SOURCE REPORTING THAT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE TOWN HAD 
CEASED, AND ANOTHER CLAIMING THAT THE TOWN HAD NOT YET 
FALLEN. KATANGAN PROBES AGAINST DILOLO, STILL FURTHER TO 

THE WEST ALONG THE ANGOLAN BORDER, WERE REPORTEDLY REPULSED. 
KATANGANS WERE ALSO SAID TO BE AT KASAJI. 

3. THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT (GOZ) APPEALED IN GENERAL TERMS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO THE US, BELGIUM, PRANCE, THE 
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PRC, AND MOROCCO POR MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE ACTING POREIGN 
MINISTER CLAIMED THAT CUBANS WERE TAKING PART IN THE 
ATTACK, AND THAT "WHITE PACES" AS WELL AS HEAVY WEAPONS, 

HAD BEEN SEEN AMONG THE KATANGANS AT DILOLO. ZAIRE WILL 
BRIBE THE UN AND OAU WITHIN A DAY OR SO BUT WILL AWAIT 
PURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEPORE SEEKING ACTION FROM THOSE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

4. STATUS OF U.S. CITIZENS: AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE AREA 
UNDER ATTACK INCLUDE 95 EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS OP 
MORRISON-KNUDSEN INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION OP A HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINE. THE EMBASSY IS 
CONCENTRATING TODAY ON EVACUATING AS MANY AMERICANS AS 
POSSIBLE PROM KOLWEZI. THE PLAN IS TO BRING THEM OUT 

ON A DC-3 USING A MAKESHIFT RUNWAY, AND MUCH WILL DEPEND 
ON WHETHER OR NOT THE REBELS WOULD INTERPERE. THE PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AND MISSIONARIES WHO WERE IN THE AREA 
HAVE ALREADY LEPT SAPELY. 

5. THE SHABA TASK PORCE BEGAN OPERATIONS ON 0500 MAY 15. 
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VANCE 

UNQUOTE VAN CE UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 

NNN 
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